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Worse Than The 


public, which prides itself its 
tolerance, its high standard living, 
its courage and its 
still living the dark ages its at- 
titude toward victims Hansen’s dis- 
ease, leprosy, and those who have 
been cured this affliction find pub- 
lic fear more difficult face than the 
knowledge that they were victims the 
disease. 

This was brought public attention 
day ago with the return Los 
Angeles Jimmy Owen. was cured 
the leprosy had contracted 
Japanese prison camp the Philip- 
pines, but found the return nor- 
mal living most difficult, difficult 
that stated that planned de- 
vote the rest his life crusading 
the public ignorance and ancient 
laws which now force the victims 
leprosy, even though they may cured, 
live the lives social outcasts. 

the credit Los Angeles, and Cal- 
ifornia, this state taking steps pro- 


vide more humane treatment for those 
afflicted—and wipe out much the 
fear which this disease has been held 
the past. 

Dr. George Uhl, city health of- 
ficer, today said: 

“California has moved for modern 
and humane treatment victims 
Hansen’s disease, which, under the an- 
cient name leprosy, has long been 
misunderstood the world. 

“More than year ago the California 
State Board Health modified the re- 
gulations covering these disease victims. 
The change rules meant that instead 
being banished for life from the com- 
munity through unchangeable quar- 
antine, the victim and his family and 
contacts now receive individual consi- 
deration their local health officer. 

“And the health officer endeavors 
protect the individual and his fam- 
ily not only from the but from 
the injustice harsh and unnecessary 
restrictions. For some victims temporary 


isolation from their children and family 
may necessary. For others, modified 
treatment the hospital home may 
enough. But for all, the miraculous 
advances the National Leprosarium 
Carville, La., offer hopes never be- 
fore imagined. 

“What the victims this and other 
diseases need most all community 
understanding. Too often some people 
judge disease victims the same level 
criminals. This hurts the community, 
hurts the victims, and hurts ‘the 
judges’ too, for they, too, may some day 
sick.” 

This understanding will come the 
public learns that leprosy often cured, 
twenty per cent all cases being cured 
spontaneously without 
ment any kind, and that with modern 
treatment there practically danger 
infection from those who are victims 
the disease. 

From the editorial page the Los An- 
geles Evening Herald Express. (6-6-51) 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion carly 


cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 


scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 
The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly 


communicable,” but susceptibility much greater in- 
fants and young children, and decreases with age. 
also probable that most cases the susceptibility fa- 
railial. continental United States, endemic foci are 
limited Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these 
states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
practically non-communicable disease. 
The hospital Carville was founded fifty-four years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
staff has contracted the disease. 

Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 


proof the remoteness the communicability 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human voluntecrs attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BiG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 


respect the unconvinced and not because there any necessity for it. 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 
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Mail Bag 


Mr. Bennett, salesman for the IBM 


Corporation, Baton Rouge, recently 
made business call office. While 
the fine work being done THE 
STAR, toward bringing the truth about 
the American people. 

extremely interested this work. 
Please send THE STAR regularly. 
May wish you every success the 
very commendable work being dgne 
Carville. 

Leslie Willey, M.D. 
Clinical Research Director 


The LeBlanc Corp. (Hadacol) 
Lafayette, La. 


Mr. Bennett came Carville dem- 
onstrate the IBM electric typewriter. 
The cost the machine beyond THE 
reach turned salesman 
and sold Mr. Bennett our educational 
campaign. promised introduce 
our work others and obviously his 
promises are not like pie crust. ED. 


* * * 


behalf the Louisiana Division, 
American Cancer Society, want ex- 
press sincere gratitude those in- 
dividuals Carville whose interest and 
efforts made possible such excellent 
contribution for the fight against can- 
cer. 

wrote Dr. Johansen, each year 
are amazed and truly inspired the 
fact that many victims Hansen’s dis- 
ease are willing and even eager lend 
their aid the fight against another dis- 
ease which has caused much human 
suffering. 

can’t help but hopeful about 
our progress, however, just you must 
hopeful—not only fighting dis- 
ease itself, but fighting the ignorance 
and mystery which surrounds it. 

you can find space THE STAR, 
would appreciate your publishing 
this letter, means thanking all 
those Carville—and especially the pa- 
tients—whose interest 
will help make possible continued 
fight against cancer. 

Leonard Wise, President 
American Cancer Society 
New Orleans, La. 


This community contributed $411.38 
the fiight against cancer, $156.88 
which came from the patients. ED. 


enclosing article written 
Ruby Walton, one the Arkansas 
ocrat Magazine section Sunday, May 
which think will interest all Car- 
ville. 


interesting article but, think 
that the lady does not know that 
would have been much more interesting 
she had not been free with the word 
“leper” and should read bit 
Hansen’s disease. 

myself, know nothing about ex- 
cept that which have read your 
wonderful magazine and talking Le- 
gionaires, Voyageurs (40 and 
others Post meetings, State and Na- 
tional conventions. This has taught 
that disease which lot people 
should know more about. 

The thought ran through mind 
while reading the article that were 
Carville suffering from HD, believe 
that would just soon called one 
“leper!” 

Halliburton 
Little Rock, Ark. 
American Legion-M.M.Eberts Post No. 


Miss Walton’s full page feature article 
about medical missionary and his wife, 
home furlough from Africa, was 
captioned After Ten Years Leper 
Colony and its content reeked with the 
odious word. this case the interviewer 
was doubt influenced the attitude 
the couple she interviewed. They pro- 
bably used the odious word every 
other breath. revealing sidelight con- 
tained the article, “Dr. Herbold 
makes plain that did not 
Africa establish practice phy- 
sician, but went missionary 
convert the people. The medicine 
wedge which used more effectively 
than any other gain the confidence 
the people.” 


THE STAR has asked Miss Walton 
have had reply. 

Ep. 


regret that several weeks late 
Louisan who was true friend the 
patients Carville. Mr. Jacob Kuhl, 
4327 Tonty Street, St. Louis, passed 
away April 19, 1951 the age 
seventy-five. 

Most certainly you will recall having 
had correspondence recent years with 
Mr. Kuhl. During the 
stay Carville Mr. Kuhl was fre- 
quent communication with both Major 
and Mrs. Hornbostel. Mr. Kuhl was 
full sympathy with the enlightened le- 
gislative program with respect 
advanced Col. G.H. Rarey and the 
American Federation the Physically 
Handicapped. Mr. Kuhl acquired much 
information this program and volun- 
tarily circulated leaders various 
veteran organizations which was 
member. believe was fairly suc- 
cessful getting some these people 


pay attention subject about 
which they had never before been given 
any real information. 

can testify personally that know- 
ledge the modern approach 
would non-existent had not Mr. Kuhl 
aroused interest the matter. 

Mr. Kuhl’s interest Carville, par- 
ticularly veterans Carville, went 
back far World War seems 
that St. Louis veteran named Grable 
contracted and was sent Carville. 
Mr. Kuhl, veteran interested the 
welfare his fellows, followed the case 
with persistent interest. Having seen 
what happened Mr. Grable and 
others, Mr. Kuhl was inspired 
what could alleviate the conditions 
patients, particularly arous- 
ing others take interest the matter. 

Frederick Ault 
Municipal Reference Librarian 
St. Louis, Missouri 


THE STAR was distressed learn 
the death Mr. Kuhl with whom 
had had considerable correspondence. 

Mr. Kuhl was the last survivor 
the St. Louis crew who served with Adm. 
George Dewey the battle Manila 
Bay. also saw service 

can certainly testify Mr. Kuhl’s 
interest veterans hospitalized Car- 
ville. aroused many veteran 


zations bring pressure Congress 


enact modern legislation 
considered the present regulations “me- 
dieval” and his special goal was have 
veterans with treated V.A. hos- 
pitals nearest their homes. 

The Grable case which Mr. Ault 
refers itself, human interest story. 
(see page ED. 


want thank you and your staff 
for the interesting tour through THE 
STAR publishing plant. the rest 
the staff, would like extend appre- 
ciation for the many courtesies shown 
our group. 

could not help but have much 
keener appreciation the need for 
enlightened public after 
spending the day Carville. could 
not help but stimulated the en- 
thusiasm everyone for intelligent 
solution the problem Hansen’s 
disease the world over. 

H.G. Hanson, Executive Officer 
Federal Security Agency 
Washington, 
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See Carville And Bye Some Your Old Notions 


was Willy the gate calling, have 
some visitors here who would like 
see the place. have them drive their 
car over the recreation building. 
Can you have guide meet them there?” 

Jan, currently THE 
guide, was waiting when the car with 
Missouri license plate drove and two 
couples got out. 

Introductions over, the tour began, 
but not before the group had stopped 
watch tennis game progress and 
look out over the golf course where 
foursome was getting ready tee off. 
“Looks like country club,” one visitor 
commented. One the ladies admired 
the grille work the upstairs veranda 
the group climbed the series steps 
leading the rec. building. 

The party went into the plushy Club 
Lounge where the ladies oh’d and ah’d 
over the luxurious furnishings and ad- 
mired the powder room. “That’s fine 
television set you have there,” one 
the men remarked. 

the library and reading room the 
visitors were greeted Benny. They 
were impressed the full shelves 
all types books and the overflowing 
magazine racks. They were shown the 
new sound room where hundreds 
Talking Books, issued the Library 
Congress, are available blind patients. 

Most visitors are surprised when they 
see the theatre, and this group was 
éxception. “Why, it’s beautiful,” one 
lady exclaimed. “It’s much nicer than 
the one have home.” “We have 
movies here three nights week,” Jan 
told the tourists and added, 
long ago there was reporter here from 
the Portland Oregonian said, 

The postoffice and the canteen, with 
crowd milling about, shopping and 
waiting for the incoming mail, drew 
notice the visitors mounted the stairs 
the ballroom. Ping pong, shuffleboard 
and badminton were full swing and 
the juke box was going like mad. 

Leaving the rec. building, Jan pointed 
out that all the buildings are connected 
about three miles covered, con- 
crete walks. “What are those quonset 
huts used for?” was asked. Jan explained 
that two the quonsets were school 
rooms, where three teachers held classes 
daily. “Are the teachers patients, too?” 
was the next question. “No, the teachers 
are not patients. They all have college 
degrees and the school here meets the 
standards the State Board Educa- 
tion. The other two quonsets are used 
for classes manual arts.” 

Visitors usually cannot get over the 
size the place. had idea was 
large,” the lady walking next Jan 


THE STAR 


said. Then she took very confiden- 
tial tone, “Can’t see some the 
patients?” “What you mean,” Jan 
answered, “practically everybody you 
have seen far are patients. The peo- 
ple playing tennis and golf, the hostess 
the lounge, the librarian, the people 
the canteen and the folks the ball- 
room, all them are patients.” 

The couples looked each other 
utter amazement and almost disbelief. 
But they were for another surprise. 
got news for you,” Jan quipped, 
patient too.” “What, you don’t 
say!” “Yes, but say.” “Then where 
are the bad cases?” one lady insisted. 
“Aren’t you hiding something from us?” 

That was all that Jan needed 
launch into his spiel about the new 
drugs and how they have revolutionized 
the treatment Hansen’s disease. The 
visitors drank every word. One lady 
said her doctor had told her not long 
ago that the disease was incurable and 
that the patients were isolated 
island the Mississippi. “Believe me, 
tell him off when get back home.” 

this time the visiting group had 
thawed out and were really friendly. 
“Can see one the patient’s 
they inquired. Jan showed 
room. wife,” and pointed proud- 
the photograph the attractive 
girl the dresser. Questions came thick 
and fast. Jan told about his wife’s re- 
cent visit here and explained that many 
relatives come visiting and the patients 
may home twice year for month’s 
vacation. 

The Catholic and Protestant Chapels 
were the next stop. The unusually 
beautiful liturgical altar Italian mar- 
ble the Catholic Chapel was admired. 
“The grounds surrounding the chapels 
certainly add the beauty the place,” 
one visitor commented. 

The group retraced its steps and next 
looked the cafeteria. The Sister 
charge took great pride showing 
the Missourians the gleaming white kit- 
chens. 

Then Jan headed his party straight 
for THE STAR printing plant and 
offices, where, feeling right home, 
could really town. They met some 
members the staff, signed the guest- 
book and, since very few visitors get 
Jan’s sales talk, both couples wound 
THE STAR and one for the library 
back home. And the one lady took out 
extra sub, “For that doctor was 
telling you about. should know the 
truth about this.” 

The visitors had had the grand tour 
and were pretty well fagged out, and 
said so. Jan felt fresh daisy. 
suggested that the visitors walk back 
the privately owned patients’ cottages 
the rear the hospital grounds. But 


they pleaded luncheon engagement 
New Orleans. They promised return 
next year and bring some friends. One 
lady’s final word was, “We have learned 
lot today.” 

the visitors departed, the phone 
rang again and Jan was off meet 
new group for another tour. 

Changing Times 

Carville’s visitors, professional and 
While doctors always have been ad- 
mitted, were relatives and friends 
patients who convinced the gate keeper 
duty that their entrance was legiti- 
mate, until five years ago general visi- 
tors were turned away. Some who were 
refused admittance wrote that 
were defeating our educational cam- 
paign our own front door. 

this traditional policy barring gener- 
visitors, which admitted was not 
because danger contact, but just 
protect patients from the morbidly 
curious. 

With the cooperation our Patients’ 
Federation finally induced him 
raise “The Iron Curtain.” agreed 
this only with the proviso that 
THE STAR assume the responsibility 
conducting visitors through the hos- 
pital. 

THE STAR staff has escorted thou- 
sands visitors through the institution 
and, while occassionally have 
curiosity seeker, the whole our guests 
are sincerely interested learning the 
true facts about the place and the pa- 
tients. 

1946, only few months after 
had cut loose from the moldy tradition 
not admitting general visitors, the 
Hornbostel case broke into print. Na- 
tionwide attention was focused Car- 
ville “where that Army Major was plead- 
ing join his wife who was being sent 
there patient.” The Hornbostel 
case with its tremendous 
terest appeal was the first big blow 
Carville’s antiquated hush-hush policy. 
was truly colossal (and excuse 
for going Hollywood, but colossal 
was) lifting the veil secrecy and 
mystery too long associated with this 
disease and those who have it. Visitors 
streamed personally meet the Ma- 
jor and his wife. 

Another precedent was smashed 
‘48 with the transfer Carville from 
the Philippines the gallant little war 
heroine, Joey Guerrero. Many, many 
people came and are still coming 
Carville call Joey. 

The publciation Betty Martin’s 
story Miracle Carville and its con- 
densation Digest our 
latest weapon. Miracle has been nothing 
less than hydrogen bomb annihi- 
Continued Page Col. 
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lating age old superstitions and fear. 
Most the hundreds visitors coming 
Carville recent months tell 
having read Miracle and feeling that 
they must come see for themselves— 
they do, from North, South, East 
and West. 
Visitors Galore 

Mr. and Mrs. Chapman, Peo- 
ria, where Mr. Chapman with 
Metropolitan Life, and their party were 
touring the South when they stopped 
this hospital. Mrs. Chapman had 
read Miracle and was full questions 
such “Why the world did they 
choose this 
cal her return 
Peoria Mrs Chapman read paper 
Carville before her Study Club. 

Rev. and Mrs. Carl Jester and 
party friends from New Orleans came 
because Rev. Jester said after had 
read Miracle was very much interest- 
and its problems. was 
looking for additional material 
which base several sermons. 


Buzzy, German shepherd, owned 
Mrs. Charles Ritter, New York, was 
the first seeing-eye dog visit this hos- 
pital. Here she with Mr. and Mrs. 
Ritter and Miss Ann Punch (left) and 
Mrs. Margaret Donovan the staff 


the Lighthouse for the Blind, New 
Orleans. 

This group was here June Mr. 
Ritter Consultant, Field Representa- 
tive, Special Aids and Appliances for 
the American Foundation for the Blind. 
Mr. Ritter and his party were taken 
tour the place and then came 
stay about ten minutes. talked more 
than hour. 

arrangements can completed, 

Mr. Ritter plans return Carville 
June display the Foundation’s 
collection tools and devices 
special meeting the patients. 
One recent visitor introduced himself 
Mr. Carville calling Carville. 
was Henry Paul Carville proprietor 
Carville’s Restaurant Hartford, 
Conn. Where did this place get its name, 
asked. Our explanation sent him 
scurrying down the nearby village 
Carville find out the Connecticut 
Carvilles and the Louisiana Carvilles 
were related. 

One hesitates classify Frank Nesom, 
Baton Rouge, visitor. Frank 


staunch friend many years standing, 
who drives down the hospital fre- 
quently. One day recently brought 
some members his family over. Miss 
Myra Nesom (left) said, “Frank talks 
about Carville often and his friends 
here that we, too, wanted meet 
Also the group were Mrs. Henry 
Nesom, Miss Blanche Duclos Van- 
couver, British Columbia, now Baton 
Rouge exchange teacher, Mrs. 
James Gotlieb and Miss Genevieve Via- 
lete. 

The former mayor Richmond, 
Michigan, Harold Parker and Mrs. 
Parker were very much impressed with 
their visit Carville and with them. 
The Parkers promised help our 
educational campaign and they are 
keeping their promise giving talks 
before civic clubs Richmond, the 
latest which was Mr. Parker’s ap- 
pearance guest speaker meeting 
the Richmond Rotary Club. The 
club entered sub THE STAR for 


Jim Casserly (seated) pioneered 
visiting Carville and its patients. 
wasn’t being done that season back 
the early ‘20s, when Jim first came 
from New Orleans see what could 
for veterans hospitalized here. His 
interest has been sustained. Jim and 
Mrs. Casserly made special trip here 
recently bring their friend Dr. Ber- 
thel Henning, San Francisco. 


After Mr. and Mrs. Vince Pizzolato 
Plaquemine, La. (Plaquemine the 
Parish Seat Iberville which this 
hospital located) were Carville 
wrote, visited your Marine Hospital 
last month and Joey’s tour around the 
place did something for me. feel that 
you should solicit visitors from nearby 
communities and really educate them 
Hansen’s disease. Here’s few sub- 
scriptions from group friends 
your paper.” 

Contrast Mr. Pizzolato’s constructive 


attitude with that another prominent 
citizen Plaquemine, Albert Grace, at- 
torney, who his book The Heart 
the Sugar Bowl,” chapter Car- 
ville wrote, “Visitors are welcomed but 
not encouraged. Relatives excepted, vis- 
itors are not allowed the area set 
aside for patients alone.” (Mr. Grace’s 
book was published 1946, but 
doubt was written earlier before hospi- 
tal officials changed their backward 
policy.) 

Some senior classes schools through- 
out the country now include Carville 
the itinerary their annual trips. 
May had groups from the Lang- 
don, Kansas High School, Waurika, 
Oklahoma City Schools and Cottey Jun- 
ior College, Nevada, Missouri. 

The visitors recorded here were select- 
random from THE guest 
book. would yield the names many 
more people from points far and near, 
all whom came see Carville and 
left did the Director, Miss Kittle and 
Dormitory Counselor, Miss Carlfelt, and 
students from Cottey College, “with 
much different attitude than that with 
which entered, and I’m sure that you 
now have ‘missionaries’ for your 
cause.” 

The Patients’ Federation recently felt 
necessary reaffirm the at- 
titude towards admitting visitors this 
hospital. them coming, the more 
the better,” was the unanimous deci- 
sion. S.S. 


CRAFTS PROGRAM OPENS 


Paul Keisler, manual arts instructor, 
announced the opening the crafts 
program early this month and found 
some twenty-five more eager beavers 
standing the door his quonset anx- 
ious get down work. Leather and 
woodworking are the crafts being of- 
fered date and after talking with 
some the patients who 
pating the classes, the reaction seems 
one thorough enjoyment the 
new opportunity put leisure time in- 
constructive use. Work plastics 
offered some future time. 


Mr. Keisler spoke the convention 
the American Association Rehabi- 
litation Therapists Lexington, Ky., 
June 21. told the therapists, 
“Everyone who begins working with 
Hansen’s disease has overcome 
inborn fear the disease. Not only 
laymen, but some medical men think 
the disease outside his province and 
show unwarranted fear the pres- 
ence those suffering from it. The 
sufferer should feel that realized 


Notice 


The next issue THE STAR, com- 
bining the July-August numbers, should 
reach you early August. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Jim Owen Jim 
sent this picture shortly after returned 
his home 1763 Middleton Place, Los Angel- 


es, California. 


took Technical Sergeant Jimmie 
Owen Sweetwater, Texas and Los 
Angeles, five years, going from doctor 
doctor before his illness was correctly 
diagnosed Hansen’s disease. 

After his case was diagnosed took 
Jimmie more than three months pro- 
cure treatment with one the new 
sulfone drugs, and then got treat- 
ment only because took matters into 
his own hands and drove his car 
Carville from Los Angeles, where was 
confined without treatment Wads- 
worth General V.A. Hospital. Wads- 
worth was told doctor from the 
Los Angeles Department Health that 
his transfer Carville and treatment 
awaited train, referred 
“the leper train” which left 
irregular intervals. 


Here Jimmie began taking Diasone, 
one the new sulfone drugs, and 
May 25, exactly four months and ten 
days after his arrival this hospital, 
Jimmie Owen was discharged 
“arrested case,” marking all time 
record for such discharge. 


Jim had neural type 
disease, considered non-communicable 
because the germ, thought the 
causative agent locked the nerve 
and when can demonstrated 
all, you have cut deep into the nerve 
find it. 


Readers THE STAR first heard 
about Jimmie “The Sergeant from 
Texas,” which ran our April ‘51 
issue. From present indications millions 
the U.S. over, will hearing from 
and about Jimmie Owen, Bataan hero 
who among his many decorations was 
awarded the Bronze Star for saving the 
lives countless American prisoners 
war. 


route Los Angeles, Jimmie tar- 


THE STAR 


ried New Orleans long enough 
fire his first round ammunition 
his fight improve the outlook for 
people with Hansen’s disease. was 
almost full page story Ken Gormin 
the New Orleans Times—Picayune 
(May 28). 

the story Jimmie said wants 
definitely understood he’s not crack- 
pot the subject, “but just too many 
people good, clean people have been 
forced live thwarted, horrible exis- 
tences because the public does not know 
that Hansen’s disease leprosy not 
disease filth and does not know that 
but mildly communicable. There’s 
been too much bunk about for too 
long, and it’s high time people act civ- 
ilized about what just another dis- 
ease.” 


Jim pledged himself everything 
possible awaken the 50,000 members 
the American Legion Los Angeles 
campaign for amending California’s 
laws Hansen’s disease. 

Mr. Gormin handled Jim’s story with 
his usual keen insight into the problems 
people with Hansen’s disease, and 
immediately flashed the story all 
over the country. 


Jim had managed keep his illness 
secret from his aged mother and not 
until stepped from the train, his 
native Sweetwater, Texas, into her arms 
did she know. But the story had 
proceeded him and other relatives and 
friends were prepared kill the fatted 
calf his honor. Jim had only few 
days the old home town during which 
was deluged with typical Texas hos- 
pitality and invitations speak. 
gave talk the Baptist church, about 
which writes, “there was good 
crowd and they were very attentive and 
everyone crowded around after the 
service shake hand.” 


The local boy told Jim Ewel the 
Sweetwater Reporter who interviewed 
him, consulted many 500 doctors 
and internes California hospitals. 
They couldn’t diagnose 
saying was bad blood circulation. 


“The stigma the disease worse 
than the disease itself, and intend 
show people how wrong they are be- 
lieving this way. 

only hope that can make the peo- 
ple understand that they should not 
turn their heads person who has 
leprosy.” 

devoted wife, Fay, was waiting 
when arrived Los Angeles 
June were the reporters. They 
swarmed around him, cameras flashed 
and practically every paper Los 
Angeles played his story. Jim’s one 


man crusade was on. 

Jim told reporter from the Los 
Angeles Times, “Now that case has 
been completely arrested the new 
drugs and all restrictions move- 
ments have been lifted, feel though 
been released from dungeon.” 


Launching into his story Jim said, 
“The doctors agree that leprosy far 
less contagious than tuberculosis. Yet 
despite that fact, until condition was 
arrested had sign affidavit that 
would not use any public transporta- 
tion, stay hotel eat any res- 
taurant. were given one month’s 
leave every six months from the hospital 
Carville, La., but had get special 
permission over the state lines. 
Perhaps the worst thing about leprosy 
that may strike delayed fashion 
did case. don’t want any 
other American soldiers get booted 
about was. I’ve dedicated the rest 
life changing the present 
crazy laws and hope the various veteran 
organizations will work with us. Those 
who have been discharged from 
Carville are working get both doc- 
tors and the press give modern lepro- 
its correct name, Hansen’s disease. 
Many doctors agree that only when the 
trouble called disease will 
there much chance getting victims 
out the outcast class.” 


Jim made his debut Sunday, 
June appearing KTLA. Letters 
Carville patients from relatives 
California praise the flood light 
which Jim’s case has focused HD. 
Jim, himself, wires almost daily 
S., “please send more copies 
THE STAR, pamphlets and other liter- 
ature about HD.” says his telephone 
rings all day long and much interest 
has been aroused that active steps are 


underway organize Hansen’s dis- 
ease foundation. 


All patient organizations are working 
together plan gala fourth July 
celebration. The day’s events will in- 
clude fishing rodeo Lake Johansen, 
field day with prizes under the oaks, 
picnic supper, softball game and 
top all off exciting display fire- 
works will light the sky. 


Please remove the firecrackers from 
your ears and listen Mary Mar- 
garet McBride’s program July (ABC) 
when Evelyn Wells who edited Betty 
Martin’s story Miracle Carville will 
interviewed. Consult your local paper 
for time phone your ABC station. 


* 


Experimenting Education 


The Rev. Mr. Olmstead, Methodist clergyman 
and former missionary Burma, photographed 
just before his discharge from Carville last Aug- 
ust. 


Called city Nevada supply 
the local Community Church for the 
month May while they were choosing 
new pastor, determined upon pro- 
gram straight-forward education 
the subject HD, using own ex- 
perience with the disease the center 
discussion. During the course the 
month addressed the Lions Club twice 
the topic, spoke the Chamber 
Commerce and sundry groups the 
church all the request members 
those groups, following upon their 


learning that was discharged patient 
from Carville, La. 

was most interesting experience 
see the expressions change from con- 
sternation, few cases, when they 
first learned had once had the disease, 
attitude relief and confidence 
proceeded with story. recall 
one fellow minister, for instance, who 
acted would like flee from 
the table Lions Club when first 
knew about experience. But the 
enthusiasm expressed when was 
done would have warmed anyone’s 
heart. minister, perhaps more than 
the layman, had had occasion read 
those awful chapters Leviticus where 
all sorts diseases are labeled wth the 
one name “leprosy.” Perhaps he, also 
more than the laymen, appreciated the 
explanation that the author that 
book the Law was not trying write 
treatise medicine, but what 
understood the essentials for the 
worship God—a person whose body 
was “without blemish,” just lamb 
must “without blemish” become 
acceptable sacrifice God. 

And went about the town, into 
the stores and shops and homes, de- 
tected not one single indication that 
people had desire flee after the 
word experience had got about. 
Indeed, quite the contrary, many 
people brought the matter person- 
conversation for the purpose get- 
ting more light it. wondered 
first audacity might have “cooked 
goose” that city; but actually 
believe standing was enhanced. 


Incidentally, one group young peo- 
increase the collection 
the plastic pig, sponsored 
Leprosy Missions, Inc., 
means raising money for providing 
sulfones, for treatment Hansens’ na- 
tients abroad, asked tell ele- 
phant story connected with the HD. 
The story which resulted related how 
mother when three weeks old, and twen- 
Burmese mothers were recruited daily 
nurse the baby elephant the 
time weaning when was five years 
old. The willingness the mothers 
donate their milk arose partly from the 
fact that white elephant considered 
sacred, Burmese people. The skin 
commentary the vagaries human 
thinking that elephant whose skin 
becomes diseased regarded sacred, 
while human whose skin becomes dis- 
eased considered marked with 
stigma! 

eventually should called the 
pastor the church that city Ne- 
vada, might that the elephant 
stories the public declaration af- 
filiation with had some- 
thing with the decision. any 
rate, this clear: such declaration 
could clear the atmosphere about 
Hansen patient who has been fortunate 
attain discharge from Carville the 
basis the arrest his disease. 

Rev. Olmstead 
301 Belmont St., 
Glendale Calif. 


TRAGIC CASE EMILE 


One midnight October 1919, 
Spanish-American War 
buried St. Louis. Authorities would 
not permit his burial except that 
hour. Nor could his buddies, members 
his Switchmen Brotherhood, ap- 
proach the casket. They were compelled 
haul through the darkened streets 
the end long rope. 

Jacob Kuhl, who witnessed the mid- 
night burial his Spanish-American 
War comrade, never forgot. For the 
next ten years fought what des- 
cribed “official fear this misunder- 
stood disease” effort allowed 
exhume the body and give his buddy 
burial with full military Fin- 
ally, 1929, was permitted dis- 
inter the body. His buddy was reburied 
racks. bugler sourided taps. 

Data from personal correspond- 
ence with Mr. Kuhl, clippings from the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, and other re- 
liable sources, reveals the tragic story 
Emile Grable who contracted Hansen’s 
disease while the service his coun- 


try during the Spanish-American War. 
Grable, native Pennsylvania, work- 
Idaho. 1898 enlisted the 
Army Wyoming, joining Company 
the Wyoming Volunteer-Infantry. 
was honorably discharged September 
20, 1899, and later lived St. Louis. 
not know when Grable dis- 
covered had Hansen’s disease how, 
but one assumes that when did, 
left home and became wanderer. 
1913 was New Orleans where his 
trouble must have been detected 
was committed Carville court 
order from the Civil District Court, 
Parish Orleans, with sheriff at- 
tendence and all the other horrible 
procedures that day. Carville was 
then state institution and not 
clear what arrangements were made 
take care this out-of-state case, but 
there were number such cases dur- 
ing the Louisiana regime. 


Grable stayed Carville just 


days. absconded and when residents 
the neighborhood tried stop him, 


drew knife and declared that 
would never return. 

Grable must have gone back St. 
Louis and, for time, held job, but 
gave up, doubt fearing that the 
nature his illness would become 
known. Again became wanderer, 
riding freight trains just walking 
from place place, but always return- 
ing St. Louis. When severe reaction 
from Hansen’s disease overcame him 
near St. Louis was picked 
police and taken the Koch Isolation 
Hospital. This was 1915. 

Koch was tenderly cared for 
the late Mrs. McLaughlin, pioneer St. 
Louis nurse who volunteered her serv- 
ices. 

The Grable case not uncommon, 
particularly before the establishment 
Carville national institution, and 
even since. THE STAR has records 
number similar cases its files, all 
which document dark pages the 
history Hansen’s disease management, 
this, the 20th Century, and 
own United States. S.S. 
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OKINAWAN PHYSICIAN VISITS 
CARVILLE 


Dr. Teruya was interested every department 
the hospital. Here with Mr. Frank Ge- 
mar staff 


American born Japanese physician, 
Dr. Jensuke Teruya, public health 
ficer the Okinawa Gunto Government 
(Gunto means island) credited our mil- 
itary govt. for the marked improvement 
the health the native population. 
Dr. Teruya who spent several days here 
May cited example the decrease 
malaria. “Just after the war, 1946 
proximately one-third our popula- 
tion 509,000 had it. 1950 had 
only 1,200 cases malaria and our pop- 
ulation has increased 582,000. The 
fact is,” said Dr. Teruya his first in- 
terview since arriving the U.S. late 
March, “one our greatest problems 
the rapid increase our population. 
The daily birth rate 72.28, while the 
daily mortality rate 10.6.” 

Dr. Teruya has been this country 
for the past two months observing pub- 
lic health facilities. His tour was spon- 
sored the Military Government Fund 
and his itinerary arranged the U.S. 
Public Health Service. addition 
Carville included Washington, An- 
napolis and New York. 

Born New York where attend- 
public school Dr. Teruya’s mother 
took him Japan the age ten 
and “this first trip back the 
States twenty-one years,” said, 
perfect English. Dr. Teruya served 
the Japanese army for two years, for 
time ordinary soldier and later 
physician. His brother now serving 
with the American army Korea. 

“Each year five six typhoons rake 
the island, Dr. Teruya said, “and our 
extremely high humidity makes living 
our sub-tropical climate highly un- 
comfortable, something like yours here 
Louisiana,” the doctor said, mopping 
his brow. Dr. Teruya listed tuberculosis 
and Hansen’s disease two Oki- 
nawa’s public health problems. Other 
diseases, such VD, parasites, whooping 
cough, amoebic dysentry, tetanus and 
diptheria have coped with. 

“Although stay here has been 


THE STAR 


short,” Dr. Teruya said, “the thing that 
has impressed most Carville 
your psychological approach Hansen’s 
disease. The patients are busy the 
doctors and everyone seems going 
about doing something. That the 
idea want take back our pa- 
tients Okinawa. There are 900 
patients Okinawa, living small 
island called Yagachi-Shima, one quarter 
mile off Okinawa.” 

The Okinawa patients were late 
getting the new drugs. “We started giv- 
ing sulfones the middle last year and 
far the results are satisfactory.” Dr. 
Teruya said that the Hansen’s patients 
like the majority the general popula- 
tion concern themselves mostly with 
agricultural pursuits and fishing. 

“The officials have educational 
program full swing and are en- 
couraged the public’s gradual change 
attitude. Healthy Okinawans come 
into the hospital play softball and 
volleyball with the patient teams and 
the American I.’s have been wonder- 
ful. Military groups visit the colony 
almost every Sunday entertain the 
patients and never miss bringing special 
treats Christmas and all other big 
holidays.” 

Dr. Teruya returned Okinawa early 
June. 


NURSES AFRICA 
VIA CARVILLE 


The mission fields the French 
Cameroun, West Africa and the British 
trust territory Tanganyika, East Afri- 
have been chosen two attractive 
young American nurses for their life’s 
work. The nurses, Miss Marabell Taylor 
Dakota and Miss Elna Mae Lindahl 
Kansas City, Missouri were Car- 
ville recently. 

Miss Taylor home 
after twelve years her mission post 
the Cameroun where she served under 
the General Hospital Presbyterian Mis- 
sion U.S.A. She came Carville for 
week May catch some the 
new developments treating Hansen’s 
disease.” 

Miss Taylor said that she helps take 
care 220 patients the Basa 
colony. There colony Bulu land 
which has 1,400 patients she explained. 

“Our patients actually enjoy injec- 
tions,” Miss Taylor said. been 
using the British 
mixed with the ethylesters chal- 
moogra oil. The patients still insist 
chalmoogra oil and humor them 
some extent. The combination treat- 
ment has given rapid results, particu- 
larly with children. However, our pa- 
tients are under mental strain and 
think that the real reason for their 
rapid improvement.” cogent state- 
ment—ED.) 


“Discharged patients are accepted 


back into their villages, without ques- 
tion,” Miss Taylor said, 
who are disfigured.” Miss Taylor speaks 
the Bantu dialect her charges. 

When Miss Lindahl sails for Africa 
August, will her first venture 
the mission field. 

graduate nursing the Trinity 
Luthern Hospital, Kansas City and with 
B.S. from the University Omaha, 
Miss will work under the Au- 
gustana Luthern Missions Board. Miss 
had never seen case Han- 
sen’s disease, far she knows, be- 
fore spending week Carville early 
June. “But, expect work settle- 
ment, taking care Hansen’s disease 
patients and have gained much valu- 
able information here.” medical sur- 
vey Tanganyika last year disclosed 
that there may many 100,000 
cases the British trust terri- 
tory. 


Radiologist Interested 


Carville patients have better friend 
more ardent missionary enlighten- 
ment about HD, than the attending ra- 
diologist for Cook County hospital, Dr. 
Eugene Lutterbeck Chicago, 

Dr. Lutterbeck was Carville for 
the first time January 1950. re- 
turned May this year accompanied 
one his colleagues, Dr. Irvin Hum- 
mon, Professor Radiology Loyola 
University Chicago. Dr. Lutterbeck’s 
most recent visit here was June 
when THE STAR was privileged 
meet this distinguished scientist. 

May Dr. Lutterbeck was the 
guest speaker meeting the pro- 
fessional staff the Elgin, State 
hospital, where formerly served 
consultant x-ray specialist. Members 
the medical staffs St. Joseph’s and 
Sherman hospitals also attended the 
meeting. great portion Dr. Lutter- 
beck’s lecture was devoted Carville. 
Dr. Lutterbeck says his talk was titled 
“Hansen’s disease the United States, 
and covered the historical, clinical, 
the social, religious and humanitarian 
aspects illustrated koda- 
chrome slides.” 

Dr. Lutterbeck told that also 
spoke before the German Medi- 
cal Society, the oldest professional group 
Chicago. 

Dr. Lutterbeck says that finds 
many doctors uninformed about 
but “all them are intensely inter- 
ested.” 
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MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVED 


Carrying wreaths and flags, 
cession headed members Marine 
Hospital Post 188, the American Legion, 
Voiture Locale 902, and the Amer- 
ican Legion Auxiliary and Point Clair 
Lions Club, marched the little ceme- 
tery the rear the hospital grounds 
Memorial Day where impressive 
interfaith program took place. 

Resident Chaplains, 
Rash and Father Boudreaux offered in- 
vocation and benediction. Rabbi Mar- 
vin Reznikoff the Liberal Synagogue, 
Baton Rouge, was the guest speaker. 

patients’ mixed chorus, directed 
Sister Laura sang patriotic airs. Mr. 
George Rimes, Baton Rouge, veteran 
the Spanish-American war, sounded 
taps. The Marine Corps Inc., Baton 
Rouge, brought their firing squad. 

Patients Enjoy Picnics 

The bright spot Sunday, May 20, 
for the World War veterans and THE 
STAR staff was the visit the AM- 
VETS unit from New Iberia. Eighteen 
members that Post and its Auxiliary, 
led Dalton LeBlanc, commander, 
and Rabbi Marvin Reznikoff, La. De- 
partment Chaplain, arrived bearing 
picnic lunch, featuring Carville’s favor- 
ite bird, chicken. 

had the pleasure taking them 
tour our community and after- 
wards, grouped under the oaks and 
all sat down fine spread. Members 
the local AMVETS provided the en- 
with soft-voiced Spanish 
and South Seas melodies. 


It’s old auxiliary custom the 
Bobby Wallace Unit the American 
Legion, Jefferson, La., entertain an- 
nually with lawn party for Carville 
patients. This year’s event was Sun- 
day, June under the oaks. The re- 
freshments were delectable and the hos- 
pitality the hostesses, who drove 
from Jefferson, had that personal touch 
which patients here genuinely appre- 
ciate. 


- 


Glad When— 


Reports the death ex-Carville 
patient, now living the west coast 
where owns and manages string 
business enterprises, were greatly exag- 
gerated. “The corpse” himself wants 
know, “Say who started the rumor that 
dead? sixty years old and 
feel that have plenty left 
for long time yet, unless one 
those A-Bombs hits me. But, not 
worrying about that. sending five 
subscriptions THE STAR for five 
doctors, all good friends mine.” 

Who started that rumor? Carville 
thrives rumors and some them 
have the strangest origins. tracked 
this one its source. seems one 
the medical consultants this hospital 
met the sister the ex-patient the 
street New Orleans. She told him 
that her brother had died. There are 
other brothers the family addition 
the one who was patient Carville, 
but the doctor must have taken for 
granted that the lady referred the ex- 
Carvillian. his next trip Carville, 
reported the news his fellow 
medicos here. 

The ex-patient this story is, put 
mildly, rugged individualist whose 
ideas about the management 
general and Carville particular never 
have jibed with those held official- 
dom. never pulled his punches dur- 
ing his two sojourns our midst, from 
which departed, his most recent 
appearance, without official sanction 
blessing but doubt with their sighs 
relief. 


MORE ABOUT TALLULAH 

The exquisitely sculptured head 
the fabulous Tallulah Bankhead done 
the talented sculptress Lillian Gre- 
neker, creation draw cheers from 
connoisseurs, and I’m still pinching my- 
self that really belongs me, the gift 
Tallulah herself. 

have heard that Tallulah’s admirers 
have included such colorful characters 
Lawrence Arabia, the Aga Khan, 
Winston Churchill, Lord Beaverbrook, 
and the Duke Windsor, and that once 
Count sought her hand but couldn’t 
make the grade. Well, have Tallulah’s 
head and I’m Count, that I’m not 
down for yet. 

Beautifully finished bronze and 
highlighted gold, with aristocratic, 
yet not imperious tilt the Bankhead 
chin, Tallulah’s head arrived here 
mid-June and was displayed for week 
the trophy case the lobby the 
rec building. the one word 
description some friends have ap- 
plied and think Tallulah will like 


Getting You Told 


that) 

Tallulah now perched pedes- 
tal Wits End, No. Cottage Grove, 
Carville, La., U.S.A. and she has magic- 
ally transformed humble abode into 
enchanted cottage. S.S. 


LEGISLATION AND 
DISEASE 


The House Representatives 
which provides for the care and treat- 
ment federal expense persons with 
and possessions. The legislation affect- 
ing principally the communities 
Hawaii, Kalaupapa and Hale Mohalu, 
now operated the territory Hawaii, 
has been sent the Senate. 

There are four other communi- 
ties territories and possessions. 
They include Palo Seco, Canal Zone, 
operated the Panama Canal; Truji- 
llo Alto, operated the Department 
Health, Government Puerto Rico; 
Tinian, Marianas, Trust Territory 
the Pacific, operated the Navy; 
and Christiansted, St. Croix, Virgin 
Islands, operated Department 
the Interior, (coincidentally all but 
seven the patients were trans- 
ferred Carville, week May 17). 

The amount the federal aid will 
based operating expense per diem 
cost, per patient each institution, “but 
shall not more than the comparable 
per diem cost per patient the nearest 
suitable facility the Service.” (We as- 
sume Carville the nearest facility 
the Service, currently the only 
such facility operated the Pub- 
lic Health Service) 

H.R. 1739 amends Section 331 the 
Public Health Service Act (58 Stat. 682, 
698), amended 1946. 

The interesting thing that 
have been told that Congress did 
not have time this critical period 
amend Section 331 and 332. This opin- 
ion was given when expressed 
the desire have the “penal code” re- 
moved from the regulations which are 
authorized these sections. there 
were any real desire the part the 
USPHS modernize their regulations, 
the time would seem have been May 
21. 


THE telephone number 
Carville 1502. can 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 
2:30 and Saturday until noon. 
After these hours and Sunday 
can reached Carville 1511 
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GRADUATES FROM OLD 


recent months old (Carville 
University) graduated twenty-five stu- 
dents, some whom have elected 
remain for post-graduate work. Others 
like Albert Martin, THE STAR’s eager 
beaver pressman, have left the campus. 
Albert shown here accepting congrat- 
ulations from Dr. who conferred 
upon him the coveted Pd. (Promin- 
ized Hansen discharge.) 

THE STAR staff gave Albert fare- 
well party presenting him with his cap 
and gown. Albert’s special friends, 
Spann and Frank Nesom Baton 
Rouge drove over for the occasion. 

* * * 


HONORED PATIENTS 


Mary Priebe, left, shown accepting gift pre- 
sented Dot Kent, Patients’ Federation En- 
tertainment Chairman behalf patients’ 
organizations. Rickman Jr., Director 
Community Activities mike. 


The outstanding performance Mary 
Priebe the play Recreation Un- 
limited, now concluding nine month’s 
run Carville should rated smash 
hit. patients had their way, Miss 
Priebe’s engagement would extended 
indefinitely. However, she must return 
the University West Virginia 
take her master’s degree which her 
recreational internship here was re- 
quirement. 


May the patients staged Mary 
Priebe night, just before the ballgame. 
The engaging and competent Miss 
Priebe was showered with gifts appre- 
ciation her work. 


THE STAR 


CARVILLE SEES STARS 


Francis, the talking mule, and movie 
starlet Miss Nancy “Chic” James in- 
state tour which has already covered 
10,000 miles, promote the sale 
Savings Bonds. Also the party, 
when the specially equiped van drew 
front the recreation building 
June just before the lunch bell 
rang, were Francis’ trainer, Bob Fetters 
and Bill Slater, public relations repre- 
sentative Universal International stu- 
dios, with whom the mule star and the 
blond starlet are under contract. Deputy 
Director, Andry, New Orleans, 
the Treasury Department, Sav- 
ings Bonds Division accompanied the 
troupe Carville. 

Former model, James, red 
beet from sunburn, gave brief 
outline how she crashed Hollywood. 
But Francis wasn’t talking. appeared 
bored with the whole proceedings, 
the midst which took off for green- 
pastures our spacious golf course, 
with his trainer hot pursuit. There 
is, however, school thought that 
Francis was heading straight for the hole 
the fence. 


might well get plug for 
the tempermental star’s new pictures. 
They will called Francis Goes 
The Races and Francis Goes Wash- 
ington. 


feature story about one THE 
STAR’s feature writers, Joey Guerrero 
slated appear the Readers Digest 
for August ‘51, published the latter part 
July. New York feature writer Thom- 
Johnson wrote the story about 
Joey, one the real heroines II. 


LOUIS CARVILLE INC. 
General Merchants 
Fancy Groceries, Dry Goods, 
Hardware 
CONVENIENT COURTEOUS 
SERVICE 
Carville, Louisiana 


LOCAL LIONS LEAP FORWARD 


Point Clair Lions and their guests pledge alle- 
giance f.ag. 


“The highlight recent visit 
Louisiana was visit Carville and 
the Point Clair Lions Club. was 
real privilege meet the members 
your club and learn the wonderful 
things you are doing and the enthusiasm 
with which you about it.” This warm 
expression came from Third Vice- Pres- 
ident, Lions International, Dodge, 
Detroit. 

Lion Dodge and Wilbur Wilson, 
Chicago, Lions International treasurer, 
were Carville June for special 
meeting with the Point Clair club during 
the annual convention the Louisi- 
ana Lions Clubs, which convened 
Baton Rouge, June 3—5. 

Accompanying the Lions’ 
Carville were International Director 
mer Stewart, Shreveport 
Holliday, past president, Downtown 
Baton Rouge Lions club and Mrs. Stew- 
Mrs. Holliday and Mrs. Bridges. 
Happy and busy conventioners, “Bugs” 
Bridges, Baton Rouge and Bill Keller 
Dan Harvey and Goodell the 
Bunkie Lions club, popped say 
“howdy” before hurrying back town 
help with the big barbecue. 

Three Point Clair Lions, Bee Marti- 
nez, Roland Roberts and Tony Manders, 
all discharged patients, joined the dele- 
gates Baton Rouge the last day 
the convention. They were introduced 
the assembly Cabinet Secretary- 
Treasurer (District 8N) William Jen- 
nings, Hammond. The Point Clair boys 
gave glowing account their recep- 
tion. were given ovation.” 

The Point Clair club was very much 
the limelight the State Conven- 
tion with Francis Holliday reading 
resume the club’s activities, followed 
talk “Bugs” Bridges. 

Atlantic City Here Come 

Point Clair Lions are jubilant over 
the arrangements which will send Lions 
Martinez and Roberts the 34th In- 
ternational Convention Lions, Atlan- 
tic City, June 28. 


Despite the torrid temp, Summer 
school here full swing, with well at- 
tended high school and adult classes. 


The Educational Front 


May Mr. Raphael Brown, refer- 
ence assistant the Library Congress, 
Washington, D.C., who has made 
special study the literature HD, 
reviewed the Miracle for Worldmission, 
quarterly publication The Society 
for the Propagation the Faith. 
doing so, recognized one the 
greatest obstacles re-educating the 
public towards understanding 
Hansen’s disease quoting Betty Mar- 
tin: remember coming sweet 
young girl who had been brought 
Carville child. She was reading 
article which lepers were classed 
palpably unclean and degenerate, 
and she was shuddering with tears 
she read. read the article, and 
blood seethed the un-Christ-like at- 
was this (missionary) literature 
that found the most offensive arti- 

Mr. Brown did not dodge the issue 
and felt keenly himself the need re- 
examining the frequent use the word 
“leper” with its customary associations 
and views the problem from the stand- 
point Christianity and the needs 
the patients. “It necessary for 
make effort understand the out- 
look our fellow citizens Carville— 
most whom are Catholics. All 
them have suffered intense mental tor- 
ture from cruel social ostracism that 
not only inhuman and unChristian 
but utterly unscientific. must face 


the sobering fact that our traditional 
ignorant horror leprosy has resulted 
hundreds instances which in- 
nocent sick men and women have been 
treated far more callously than criminals 
—not long ago the interior China 
Africa, but right these United 
States today. This totally unjustified 
leprophobia has obliged its helpless 
victims conceal their identity lest 
their families lose homes and jobs, and 
conceal the nature their past ill- 
ness when discharged from the hospital. 
The real threat and danger this old 
attitude, our country the mis- 
sion field, lie the ugly fact that 
responsible for keeping hundreds 
victims the disease from applying for 
the treatment which they need and 
which, since advent the sulfone drugs, 
can arrest the ravages the bacillus 
half the cases.” 

Mr. Brown places the problem square- 
before the Catholic press saying: 
“The 1948 International Conference 
Leprosy passed resolution formally rec- 
ommending the elimination the term 
‘leper’ fact which yet apparent- 
not known heeded Catholic 
journalistic circles. Admittedly, would 
require drastic change our mission 
vocabulary drop the familiar ‘leper’ 
(particularly headlines). But can 
done....” 

This not only step towards nor- 
should great contribution the 


attempts rid the language the 
odious word “leper.” 
however, that Mr. Brown did not 
the whole way and advocate the abolish- 
ing the word “leprosy” name for 
Hansen’s disease. did say words like 
“zaraath” and “lepra” used the 
Old and New Testaments the Bible 
did not refer the disease which 
identified the bacillus. 
Elephantiasis was probably the term 
then used designate Hansen’s disease. 
However, the Septuagint translation, 
this and many other diseases were 
lumped under the general term 
sy.” 

THE STAR might add that all the 
other diseases which were this general 
category have now been reclassified un- 
der more specific names. People with 
Hansen’s disease have alone been left 
carry the stigma the ritualistic 
cleansings, the prejudices, and the fears 
these other diseases, for they have 
been left holding the bag called “le- 

tiasis, only illness and one which 
the patients could very well handle un- 
der that name under the name Han- 
sen’s disease. Perhaps Mr. Brown will 
augment his suggestion the Catholic 


and may able abolish 


the word “leprosy” well the word 
“leper” from their publications. 


THR 


All Isn’t Sunshine For Galifornia Patients 


open letter to: 


Dr. George Uhl 

City Health Officer 
Department Health 
Los Angeles, California 
Dear Dr. Uhl: 


The California patients here Car- 
ville learned the more “modern and 
humane” regulations adopted for Han- 
sen’s disease more than year ago and 
while the regulations were very vague, 
was obvious that there was oppor- 
tunity for the State show more mod- 
ern and liberal attitude. 

more liberal policy would certainly 
seem line with the known facts 
the disease your State. Dr. 
McCoy’s investigation Hansen’s dis- 
ease California shows that the 500 
cases reported the State, only 
twelve can said with any certainty 
have developed the disease within 
the State. there any thought that 
Hansen’s disease public health prob- 
lem California, this would certainly 
refute it, because 500 known cases the 


State, and probably many more that are 
unknown, certainly gave ample opportu- 
nity for the disease have reached epi- 
demic proportions were readily 
communicable. 


addition this certain proof that 
quote from clipping the New Or- 
leans Times-Picayune April 1948, 
which Dr. Williams, former 
surgeon general, said, “After 
about four five months receiving 
Promin injections, the patients find 
that the disease arrested and their 
particular case leprosy longer 
communicable.” Yet with all these facts 
and your assurance new and liberal 
attitude the part the California de- 
partment public health, have seen 
nothing concrete convince that 
more progressive attitude being 
practiced. 

Regardless the claims, our ex- 
perience that patients diagnosed 
California are still being subjected 
the strictest isolation. under the pres- 
sure this isolation they agree come 


Carville, California patients find that 

they cannot return their homes for 

vacations patients from other 

States. spite Dr. Williams’ state- 

ment, whether the California patients 

have had six months six years 
treatment, medical discharges 
tically non-existent for the California 
patients who cannot bring political 
legal power bear, and the latest dis- 
heartening opinion said have been 
expressed member the California 

State Board Health that even after 

patient discharged from this hos- 

pital cured, California will still de- 

cide what quarantine measures will 
placed upon the discharged patient. 

Your words are fine, Dr. Uhl, but our 
experience shows that they have yet 
turned into deeds. 

(Signed) Michael Padilla, Commander, 
Post 188, American Legion. 
Manuel Vallejo, Correspon- 
Samuel Estabal 
Van 
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While patients with the United 
States are striving overcome the 
prejudices which hinder their travel 
within the country, find that there 
are other patients around the world 
who are having the same difficulty 
inter-continental basis. Within the 
past two three years have seen 
official arrangements made which en- 
abled patient come Carville from 
the Philippines and two more from 
Hawaii and only last week eighteen pa- 
tients were transferred from the Virgin 
Islands Carville, but took over two 
years complete the arrangements. 
the same time there are several patients 
here who have unofficially managed 
their transfer this hospital the 
more natural and much more expedient 
device buying plane tickets and pre- 
senting themselves the gate for treat- 
ment within matter hours. 

April printed story Mr. 
and Mrs. Anthony Massing, who finally 
managed transportation from Indonesia 
Germany through the International 
Red Cross. But now have before 
case which similar location and pur- 

pose but somewhat different details 
and far results. The case which 
refer who has been hospi- 
talized Dehra Dun, India, which 
the same town where Mr. Massing was 
interned during the war. P.H.W. and 
his mother wish return their home 
England; whereas the M’s were seek- 
ing repatriation Germany. 

Here where the similarity ends, 
though. Both Mr. and Mrs. have 
and received transportation Germany. 
P.H.W. has been discharged patient 
for almost three years and his mother 
has never had the disease, but their at- 
tempts return England have far 
seemed like maze with only dead ends. 
The only conclusion that can reached 
that the lot the discharged patient 
and will continue almost insur- 
mountable until the stigma “leprosy” 
banished. 

The second letter before comes 
from boy Japan who 
says; “Life Japanese Hansenarium 
none too interesting for foreigner. 
happen the sole European with 
Japan Proper, officially that is. 
This place situated remote moun- 
tainous region, about 150 miles north- 
west Tokyo. Kusatsu Hot Springs re- 
sort the nearest village with railway 
station, where one can get rickety 
old electric train and after four hours 
roller-coasting ride, one finally reaches 
the famous Karuizawa summer resort. 

“How wish were possible for 
been making inquiries into this matter, 
and seems that it’s possible, but rath- 
difficult. you help me? With 
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this war going on, and all the war at- 
mosphere, want get out Ja- 
pan. I’m living with grandmother 
who takes care me. mother died 
last year Calfornia and now step- 
father lives there alone.” 


When started printing THE 
STAR, had hoped would present 
meeting place for opinions, plans and 
problems. has become just that, but 
this fulfillment, find ourselves 
with distressing weakness. not 
have the authority, contacts financial 
ability resolve all the problems which 
are brought us—we have only the 
desire. 

August 1950 received letter 
from India, portions which follow: 
went clinic and was advised 
take Diasone. The doctor assured 
steadily continued Diasone for two 
years that would cured. From July 
have taken four pills day and four 
iron pills and yeast tablets. dis- 
may now discover that cannot afford 
continue the treatment covers 
about three-fourths monthly in- 
come and then there nothing left for 
maintenance. 

“This where you come in, good 
friend. Can you anything for me? 
The cup liberty was pointed out 
and grasped it—is slip from 
grasp? No—God good and will 
never permit it. Through THE STAR, 
will find friends. Mrs. M.” 

Immediately made contact with 
Dr. Kellersberger the American Mis- 
sion, but before our correspondence 
could bear fruit, THE STAR received 
this second letter, dated Sept. 11, from 
B.M.: “On the first August paid 
for 100 Diasone tablets. week later 
was sent fifty tablets, with note saying 
that the firm was expecting fresh sup- 
plies and would sending these me. 
date have not received the same. 
get well. Though have without 
nourishment, thought best con- 
tinue the treatment. There handi- 
capped for want stock. Please for 
God’s sake help me.” 

October another letter came from 
B.M., who still did not have depend- 
able source treatment, and more cor- 
respondence followed with the Amer- 


ican Mission, climaxed our letter 
Oct. 31: 

should like arrange for year’s 
supply Diasone for Mrs. and 
have Dr. Gass tell her that she can 
depend upon that think relief from 
continuous anxiety about her supply 
medicine will helpful and expedite 
her recovery. assume the American 
Mission will willing finance that; 


not, will you let know, and will 
personally have you reimbursed for one 
year’s supply Diasone.” Signed 

Nov. 16, Dr. Kellersberger wrote 
Dr. Gass India: will glad 
furnish the drug this case, you 
are short. Dr. Cochrane can send you 
some distributes for us. Mr. 
Stein has asked especially help 
with this case. asked that pub- 
licity given. Certainly don’t here, 
unless permission given.” 

felt certain that our purpose was 
accomplished and sent Mrs. the good 
news. But May she wrote that the 
treatment had not been forthcoming, 
and continued: dare write you 
again you are sending THE 
STAR which educates me, but the out- 
look here desolate. Through kind 
friend was informed that Avilosul- 
phone much used patients and 
will suit all pockets. have begun taking 
some but cannot get medical advice 
beyond limits financially take 
trip the Saidapet Clinic often. 
you think it’s all right continue 
Avilosulphone (Ed’s notes: 
never heard this drug before.) and 
iron tablets. There are written direc- 
tions the bottle that following. 
It’s too early feel change it’s only 
month since began. 

“To get any advice here impos- 
sible the taboo great and keep 
away from strangers. nothing like 
your outlook over there. Life here 
was twenty thirty years ago 
Carville—perhaps worse, and one 
the will.” 

THE STAR answered: “It was dis- 
tressing learn from your letter 
May that satisfactory arrangements 
have not yet been made supply you 
with the needed drugs and counsel. 
regrettable but true that are ex- 
tremely restricted our ability 
bring these things about. Every week 
receive letters from patients all over 
the world asking our help and advice, 
and try all cases make contacts 
arrangements which might help 
them. your case, you know, ap- 
pealed the American Mission, which 
supplies sulfone for some the work 
being done India. Our correspond- 
ence shows that Dr. Kellersberger 
that organization directed Dr. Gass 
the Christian Medical College, Vel- 
lore, supply you with the needed 
medicine. 

“Apparently the delay 
caused Dr. Gass, who decided that 
since you had moved Ennore and 
since you had already seen Dr. Co- 
chrane, would best for you con- 
tinue treatment under him. Obviously 
there some very loose liaison between 

Continued page 


AROUND THE WORLD 


Continued from 


Dr. Gass and Dr. Cochrane, Dr. Co- 
chrane’s representative, now that 
England. this laxity you have been 
forgotten. 

“We are again going Dr. Kellers- 
berger with your case and shall ask him 
work towards removing the present 
obstacles with much haste pos- 
sible.” 

The lameness our letter certainly 
exposes the throttling our desires 
our limitations. 
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The latest word from Hale Mohalu, 
the small Hansen’s disease community 
just outside Honolulu, that twenty- 
eight members the patient body and 
staff have organized and petitioned for 
admission into Lions International. 
the charter granted, July has been 
selected the date for the charter cer- 
mediate and high school students the 
community took part the first com- 
mencement exercises ever held 
Hawaii’s settlement. Mae Kapu 
Keaka, the school’s teacher, and Henry 
Kaanapu, the student body president, 
were responsible for planning the pro- 
gram. Governor Oren Long present- 
the diplomas the graduates. 
June the graduation banquet was held 
and Dr. Charles Wilbar, chair- 
man, Territorial board health, made 
the principal Hale 
hulu News reports that thirty-nine pa- 
tients, accompanied members the 
staff, were guests the Junior Cham- 
ber Commerce the 49th State fair. 
This daylight excursion was marked 
departure from the old principle 
segregation—for the first time the 
history Hansen’s disease has such 
mass undertaking been authorized and 
successfully culminated. Needless say, 
this could not have been accomplished 
were not for the wholehearted 
cooperation host, patient and staff. 
The efforts the Department Health, 


especially that the Director Hos- 


pitals and Settlement, Mr. Lawrence 
Judd, has long last borne fruit for 
this unique undertaking, and the re- 
sult the untiring efforts those who 
have unselfishly toiled bring better 
understanding Hansen’s disease 
Aycock, who was invited Hawaii 
assist the Territorial board health 
Hawaii that modern program 
care, treatment, and prevention the 
disease set forth, was quoted 
the Honolulu Advertiser saying: 
“In modern times, have hung 
the idea segregation spite the 
fact that the danger contagion 
less and less. Until recently there has 
been satisfactory treatment and that 
has been the reason for the establish- 
ment colonies prevent contagion. 
“But now the attitude changing 
from one segregation one hos- 
pitalization and treatment,” Dr. Aycock 
pointed out, “for with early diagnosis 
and prompt treatment the whole pic- 
ture changing from one hopeless 
ness most encouraging future.” 
Judd, director hos- 
pitals and settlement for the Territory, 
advises that big step has been taken 
the attempt treat just any 
other disease. While the minor children 


patients who not themselves 
have the disease are maintained the 
Territorial government, they had for- 
merly been the wards the agency 
which handles the program. Now 
these children will longer set 
aside but will under the care the 
Department Public Welfare are 
other wards the Territory. re- 
solution has been adopted the Legis- 
lature Hawaii which commends the 
Board Health the great progress 
which has been made the pro- 
gram since the administration the 
program was turned over the Board 
July 1949. The resolution also com- 
plimented the discharged patients who 
have Jeft the institutions and attempted 
rehabilitate themselves and 
educate the people the Islands. 
addition, they guaranteed the people 
Kalaupapa who might find very dif- 
ficult effect rehabilitation outside 
that Settlement and who not wish 
leave the right remain there even 
when they are discharged. 


FEATURE RECOMMENDED 


Too bad that more people will not 
have the opportunity seeing the un- 
usual eight page feature with text and 


‘pictures sepia and black and white, 


“Battle Against Death Korea” 
Frede Vidar, war artist-correspondent, 
which appeared What’s New (Feb. 
This the handsome trade pub- 
blication Abbott Laboratories, North 
Chicago, distributed doctors and 
hospitals. Ask that doctor-friend yours 
lend you his copy. 

When Frede Vidar was assigned 
war artist-correspondent accredited 
Life magazine the Korean front, 
was commissioned prepare for 
New sketches and notes medical 
phases the campaign, such 
portation the wounded, medical aid 
stations, and medical treatment both 
military and civilian wounded. 

After being Korea the southern 
front where witnessed various major 
actions, was flown back Tokyo 
might join the amphibious 
landing Inchon. left Japan 
troop ship, the Enrico, and 
landed the Inchon invasion 
small amphibious boat with the third 
wave Marines. continued with 
the 5th Marine Regiment into Seoul 
and then went along with South Korean 
units moving north. 

The Korea feature held special in- 
terest for THE STAR staff, because 
met Frede Vidar when and Howard 
Baer spent week Carville painting 
and sketching life this hospital for 
Carville feature, published What’s 
New (Nov. ‘48) and THE STAR 
(Dec. 
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FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 
cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 
and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 
cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that. good father never took any precautions 
againts infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 

* # @ 

1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
the two germs. 

* * * * 

Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York and Vermont and patients those are 
subject restrictions. Massachusetts Hansen’s re- 
portable but the patient subject RESTRICTIONS.” 


* * 
man woman may remain perfect physical health for 


years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should officially known Han- 
sen’s disease some other scientifically accurate and de- 
scriptive name called “leprosy” because erroneous ap- 
plication word which has entirely different meaning 
the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hipprocrates refer vague group 
scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious 
importance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into 
Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used 
the word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for 
“Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the 
example the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the 
Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause 
suffering thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter 
Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six 
seven conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word 
nothing common with what called “lep- 
rosy” today. The repeated expression throughout the Old 
Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo 
psoriasis but could never any acrobatics the imagination 
applied infection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s 
bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 
the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description 
leprosy garments and leprosy houses should con- 


clusive proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and 
certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the 
ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases 
which leprosy described being affliction which the 
result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) 
being sign Divine power (as the case Moses) 
being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the 
case Naaman). 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not dis- 
ease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 

One important feature leprosy described the New 
Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are 
described being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, 
described being 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Bib- 
lical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia 
today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, Uni- 
versity Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish 
Encyclopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 
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WHAT EVERY JUNE BRIDE SHOULD KNOW 


June the month when young loves traditionally move from the bridle 
paths which wind through Central Parks all over the nation the bridal path 
which leads the altar. Before that time there are certain things which the 
young girl boy should know. These are known the facts life. 


“Facts” are found the inside cover THE STAR and still Facts” 
are found the back cover. 


would seem that THE STAR would thoughtful gift for the 
prospective bride and groom. THE STAR should first the check list 
things that must taken the honymoon. should have prominent place 
the bedside table where will convenient for furnishing interesting and 
necessary information during the time when the bride waiting for sleep 
claim her. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO: 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s 
and finance social service for needy 


Published monthly patients the United States 
National Leprosarium, Carville, Louisiana. 
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